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nor can the imagination picture to itself, the gorgeous spectacle." z    ,
Have we not here an exhibition which cannot be accounted for on any principle of natural utility ?
(4) The fourth point, as previously stated, will be best treated by stating beforehand what is the con* elusion come to, and then justifying it. My suggestion is that if we suppose a continuous evolution without a series of designs prescribed before life began to develop, and without any external guidance, then we are lost in difficulties. We cannot account for why variation should set in in the very different ways \ it does, nor why such a vast variety of divergent results should be produced. We cannot account for the tendency to reversion to a previous type, when artificial or accidental variation is not continually maintained,2 nor for the sterility of hybrids; nor, above all, for evolution performing such freaks (if I may so say) as the origination of our small finches, and the tropical humrning-birds from earlier vertebrates through the Mesozoic reptiles, the pterodactyles, Odontornithes and subsequent forms. Supposing that the Almighty Designer created a complete cosmos of (i) the starry heavens and the planetary system, (2) then a scheme whereby earth and water were to be
1  " Quarterly Review," 1861, p. 20.
2  Pigeon fanciers know that when they have once obtained, by crossbreeding and selection, a particular form or feather, the utmost care is needed to preserve it.   If the parents are not selected the progeny wilt gradually revert towards the original wild pigeon type.